
Beyond Trafficking
The Impact of Forced Criminality on 

Youth

Jane Straub, Training Director
CornerHouse

jane@cornerhousemn.org

mailto:jane@zeroabuseproject.org


Welcome 

www.cornerhousemn.org

http://www.cornerhousemn.org/




Thoughts to Ponder
Victim vs Offender

Who is “safe”
What is “safe”

“In a/the system”
Inequities in services

Time expires
Not recognizing trafficking victimization
Not disclosing trafficking victimization

Not comprehending the spectrum of forced 
criminality







Defining Human Trafficking
• U.S. law defines human trafficking as the use of force, fraud, 

or coercion to compel a person into commercial sex acts or 
labor against their will. The Action-Means-Purpose (AMP) 
Model can be helpful in understanding the federal law. 
Human trafficking occurs when a perpetrator, often referred 
to as a trafficker, takes an Action (induces, recruits, harbors, 
transports, provides), and then employs the Means of force, 
fraud or coercion for the Purpose of compelling the victim to 
provide commercial sex acts (sex trafficking) or labor/services 
(labor trafficking). At a minimum, one element from each 
column must be present to establish a potential situation of 
human trafficking.

https://polarisproject.org/understanding-human-trafficking/



https://polarisproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Polaris-Typology-of-Modern-Slavery-1.pdf



Trafficking Language
•Force*
•Fraud*
•Coercion*
•Violence
•Duress**
•Threat
•Isolation
•Deception

•Recruitment
•Harboring
•Transportation
•Provision
•Obtaining
•Servitude
•Bondage
•Slavery

*Not needed for victims of sex trafficking under the                
age of 18/No waiver for labor trafficking
**Not considered for forced criminality



Vulnerability

•  Lastly, but perhaps most importantly, we 
must understand what “vulnerability” 
means. It is used to refer to “those 
inherent, environmental or contextual 
factors that increase the susceptibility of 
an individual or group to be trafficked” 
(Gallagher & McAdam, 2013).

•Risk Factors



Risk Factors
• Trauma History
• Trading Sex (Survival Sex)
• Missing or Runaway*
• Involvement in CPS*
• Involvement in Foster Care*
• Involvement in Juvenile* 
Justice System

• Lack of Employment/Under 
Employment

• Intellectual deficits
• Immigrant Status/Language

• Homelessness
• LGBTQIA+ youth
• Familial 
• Mental Health Struggles
• Substance Use/Abuse
• Poverty/Unmet Basic 
Needs

• Pregnancy/Parenting*

*Identified in one or more systems



“ Traffickers recruit vulnerable victims through 
positive reinforcement like grooming, showing love, 
and fulfilling needs. Through these methods, they 
disarm their victims and neutralize support 
systems. Traffickers then coerce or force a victim 
to cross a line, like physical abuse, sexual abuse, 
or forced criminality. The fact that victims 
crossed that line is then used to further control 
them, enforce their silence, or discredit them if 
they ever come forward. The more times those 
lines are crossed, the more tools the trafficker 
gains against the victim. As the horror of the 
victim’s situation escalates, turning against the 
trafficker gets harder and harder.”

Forced Criminality Understanding Human Trafficking through the Lens of 
Utah’s Victor Rax Case1 Jane Anderson, Attorney Advisor, AEquitas  and 
Daniel Strong, Assistant Attorney General, Utah Attorney General’s Office



Forced Criminality
Many related to poverty and homelessness/unstable housing



Forced Criminality

•Human trafficking for criminal 
exploitation, or forced criminality, is a 
type of trafficking in which the victim is 
exploited by being forced to engage in 
illegal activities, such as street crime, 
begging, or drug trafficking (NIJ: 
National Institute of Justice, 2023)



Forced Criminality

•Anti-Slavery International describes it as 
a situation where “a trafficked person is 
forced to undertake a range of criminal 
activities by the person or persons 
exploiting them” (Anti-Slavery 
International, 2014). 



Forced Criminality
• The use of children in compelled, coerced, or forced 
criminal acts is unfortunately not a new or uncommon 
phenomenon. Forced criminality generally involves 
activities such as prostitution, drug smuggling, drug 
production, benefit fraud, theft, begging, exotic 
dancing, and other criminal acts induced by adults. 
The way our legal systems respond to children 
compelled to perform these acts, however, does 
not align with what we know about child and 
adolescent development, and it disregards human 
trafficking laws. (ABA: American Bar Association, 
2023)



Forced Criminality
• Status Offenses

• Truancy
• Running
• Curfew Violations
• Underage Consumption

• Poverty/Homelessness
• Loitering
• Fare evasion
• Driving Offenses/Fines
• Trespassing
• Disorderly Conduct
• Other Fines

• Prostitution/Pornography
• Stripping
• Shoplifting 
• Drugs*
• Theft/Stolen Property
• Trick Rolls
• Recruiting/Madaming
• Weapons*
• Posting Ads/Paying
• Credit Card Fraud
• Identity Theft
• Imposing “punishments”



Forced Criminality Funding



Forced Criminality

https://socialwork.asu.edu/sites/default/files/stir/asu_lvmpd_amber_
alert_trick_roll_report_january_2020-reduced.pdf





Can’t see the forest for the trees



Spectrum of Culpability



Victim or Offender?



• According to new research published in January 
2023, law enforcement in NJ interacted with 
nearly every LTFC victim who eventually sought 
shelter at Covenant House New Jersey, but each 
time they saw only juvenile delinquents and 
criminals. Yet, the majority of these victims were 
trafficked long before they were ever arrested.

• Their first arrests look like children in need of help 
more than hardened criminals: disorderly conduct, 
loitering, trespassing, fare evasion, simple assault, 
possession, and driving offenses. In layman’s terms, 
these offenses are crimes of poverty, and a signal of 
the possible presence of childhood trauma. But in all 
cases, these signals were missed as indicators of 
LTFC experiences.

Einbond Julia, Zedalis Kaitlyn, Stoklosa Hanni. 2023. “A Case of Mistaken 
Identity: The Criminalization of Victims of Labor Trafficking by Forced 

Criminality.” Criminal Law Bulletin 59(1):60–77.









What Can We Do? What We Can Do!
•Recognize Victimization/Forced Criminality
• Interventions vs Punitive Actions
•MOUs with MDTs Pre-Team Agreement FIs
•Policies/Procedures for Disclosures
•Fill the Need 
•Legal Assistance for Criminal Record*
•Services/Services/Services
•Financial Assistance
•Employment/Education
•Validate Duress*





Victims just as much or more efficiently than physical force.”
VA-Law-Review-Crim.SxTr_.Victim-
ExpandProtectVictims-in-VA-Shir-Gilad-May23.pdf



Protection
•The Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
(TVPA) of 2000 is the first comprehensive 
federal law to address trafficking in persons. 
The law provides a three-pronged approach 
that includes prevention, protection, and 
prosecution. The TVPA was reauthorized 
through the Trafficking Victims Protection 
Reauthorization Act (TVPRA) 
of 2003, 2005, 2008, 2013, 2017, 
and 2018

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-106hr3244enr/pdf/BILLS-106hr3244enr.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-106hr3244enr/pdf/BILLS-106hr3244enr.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-108hr2620enr/pdf/BILLS-108hr2620enr.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-109hr972enr/pdf/BILLS-109hr972enr.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-110hr7311enr/pdf/BILLS-110hr7311enr.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-113hr898ih/pdf/BILLS-113hr898ih.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-115s1862enr/pdf/BILLS-115s1862enr.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/plaws/publ425/PLAW-115publ425.pdf


Forced Criminality Protection
• Safeguarding the rights of victims, to ensure they are 
provided immediate access to necessary support and 
services and avoid subjecting them to further trauma 
or victimization[;] encouraging victims to report crimes 
committed against them and participate as witnesses 
in trials against traffickers without fear of being 
censured themselves[;] maintaining the interests of 
justice by ensuring that victims are not punished for 
conduct that they would not have otherwise 
committed but for their victimization[;] and 
ensuring that victims are not punished for the 
conduct of traffickers.

United Nations Palermo Protocol





https://www.missingkids.org/theissues/missingfromcare#:~:text=
Federal%20law%20defines%20a%20%E2%80%9Cmissing,for%20a
ny%20reason%20at%20all.



Can’t see the forest for the trees







“Perpetrators of human trafficking span all 
racial, ethnic, and gender demographics and 
are as diverse as survivors. Some use their 
privilege, wealth, and power as a means of 
control while others experience the same 
socio-economic oppression as their victims. 
They include individuals, business owners, 
members of a gang or network, parents or 
family members of victims, intimate partners, 
owners of farms or restaurants, and powerful 
corporate executives and government 
representatives.”       
    – Polaris Project (2023)





“Protection” for Offenders/Traffickers
•Traffickers work very intentionally to remove 
criminality from themselves

• Criminalize the Victim 
• Reinstate the fear of Law Enforcement
• Force Labor (Sex or Labor Trafficking)

•And Exploit:
• Accessibility
• Vulnerability
• Lack of Credibility



“Protection” for Offenders/Traffickers
• While at the same time create fear, duress, 
vulnerability and dependability

• Withholding pay
• Substance Addiction
• Threat of discovery (LE, family, websites)
• Firearms and other weapons
• Physical and Sexual Assault
• Being in a relationship with the trafficker (child)
• Withholding basic needs including food and shelter
• Manipulation
• Threats
• Watching others be “punished”
• Having to “punish” others



Protection for the Buyers

2014 99 Billion
2024 172.6 Billion   WorldWe



“Protection” for Offenders

•An Alford plea allows a defendant to plead 
guilty and accept a plea bargain even if they 
claim they are innocent. An Alford plea is 
based on a voluntary and intelligent choice 
to avoid a harsher criminal sentence.

•AKA “Best-interests plea”



Consequences of a Criminal Record
• Employment

• Finance, Education, Law Enforcement, Medical
• Housing
• Credit
• Benefits
• Custody
• Volunteering
• Voting
• Stigma



Einbond Julia, Zedalis Kaitlyn, Stoklosa Hanni. 2023. “A Case of 
Mistaken Identity: The Criminalization of Victims of Labor Trafficking 
by Forced Criminality.” Criminal Law Bulletin 59(1):60–77.



Einbond Julia, Zedalis Kaitlyn, Stoklosa Hanni. 2023. “A Case of 
Mistaken Identity: The Criminalization of Victims of Labor Trafficking 
by Forced Criminality.” Criminal Law Bulletin 59(1):60–77.



Protection
•No Criminal 
Charges

•Diversion
•Treatment
•Expungement
•Vacatur Laws
•Sealing Criminal 
Records

•How does a 
victim leave?

•How does a 
survivor thrive?

•Restitution
•Without 
Culpability

•NH HB 1137



Thoughts to Ponder
Victim vs Offender: What is influencing FC?
Who is “safe”: Where can victims go?
What is “safe”: What can victims disclose?
“In a/the system”: Recognizing past trauma
Inequities in services: ST vs LT, males vs females
Time expires: Protection/Services in Adulthood
Not recognizing trafficking victimization: Likely*
Not disclosing trafficking victimization: Improved 
Screening
Not comprehending the spectrum of forced 
criminality: Expanding the scope

*Risk Factors
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