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WHAT IS CSEC? 

The Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children (CSEC) is 
also called Sex Trafficking of Children

Sex trafficking is the recruitment, harboring, transportation, 
provision, obtaining, patronizing, or soliciting of a person 
for the purposes of a commercial sex act, in which the 
commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, 
or in which the person induced to perform such an act has 
not attained 18 years of age (22 USC § 7102). 

“The term ‘commercial sex act’ means any sex act on 
account of which anything of value is given to or received 
by any person” (22 U.S.C. 7102 (4)).

MINOR + COMMERCIAL SEX ACT= TRAFFICKING 



UNIVERSAL 
SCREENING FOR 

CSEC - WHY

Even without a formalized universal screening program, from April 2014 

trough March 2018, Juvenile Court referred 159 youth to community-

based services for trafficking survivors.

We knew we were under referring boys and male identified youth to 

services. 

We wanted to identify youth earlier and provide more opportunities to 

connect with community based services. Dr. Boyer’s 2019 report indicated 

that youth often went years before getting services.  

We wanted to honor Rebecca Hedman and the intention of  the “Becca Bill” 

and integrate Juvenile and Becca Programs.

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b71c32bec4eb7c684a77ff4/t/5dee96855704156dcb240b01/1575917194777/Commercially+Sexually+Exploited+Children+in+King+County+2019+Update+%28003%29.pdf


UNIVERSAL 
SCREENING –

PEOPLE POWER

In April 2021 CSEC Policy & Program Manger was the sole employee in the 

CSEC Program. She successfully received federal funding via the 2021 OVC 

FY 2021 Enhancing Juvenile and Family Court Responses to Human 

Trafficking solicitation

This funding allowed for:

 Hiring of the CSEC Coordinator and Screener 

 Additional Training Content 

 Training of  CSEC Coordinator & Screener and CSEC Policy and Program Manager and 

select others to be trained to use the CSE-IT

Prior to using the CSE-IT approximately 3% of  youth in juvenile 

court/family court were referred to CSEC specific services. Currently over 

10% of  youth in juvenile court/family court are referred to CSEC specific 

services. 

https://www.westcoastcc.org/cse-it/


UNIVERSAL 
SCREENING –

HOW: PICKING 
A TOOL

CSE-IT

WestCoast’s Commercial Sexual Exploitation-Identification Tool (CSE-
IT, pronounced “see it”) is a validated screening tool that helps identify 

children who are commercially sexually exploited (CSE). 

 The CSE-IT is appropriate for use by any provider serving youth, including child welfare 

workers, probation officers, mental health clinicians, and first responders. The CSE-IT 

is designed to improve early identification of  youth who are experiencing commercial 

sexual exploitation of  children (CSEC) and human trafficking.

This human trafficking screening tool was developed with the input of  

over 100 survivors and service providers. Moreover, the CSE-IT has 

been validated with data from a 15-month pilot to ensure that it 

accurately identifies youth who have clear indicators of  exploitation. The 

CSE-IT has robust statistical and qualitative evidence to support its use.

https://www.westcoastcc.org/cse-it/
https://www.westcoastcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/WCC-CSE-IT-PilotReport-FINAL.pdf
https://www.westcoastcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/WCC-CSE-IT-PilotReport-FINAL.pdf


CSE-IT – WHAT 
ARE THE 

QUESTIONS 

8 domains

 Housing and caregiving 

 Prior abuse or trauma 

 Physical health and appearance 

 Environment and Exposure 

 Relationships and personal Belongings 

 Signs of current trauma 

 Coercion 

 Exploitation 

Most questions are about current status with the following looking at lifetime: 

 Youth has current or past involvement with the child welfare system 

 Youth has been sexually abused, physically abused, emotionally abused

 Youth has witnessed domestic violence 

 Youth has current or past involvement with law enforcement or juvenile 
justice

 Youth has a history of sexual exploitation 



CSE-IT 



CSE-IT – HOW IT IS 
SCORED 

Total Score between 0 and 23



UNIVERSAL 
SCREENING –

HOW: 
SCREENING 

CSEC Coordinator & Screener uses the same process to screen 502 youth. 

She reviews all available information in the King County Superior Court file looking at various 

systems 

 KCMS

 JIMS

 KC SCRIPT 

 JABS 

 DISA – intake screens when a youth is brought to detention, some are not detained

 Ilinx – reports from probation, mental health and SUD evaluations 

After reading though the case file, she can screen a youth in approximately 15 minutes. She 

knows where to look for the data and can quickly and efficiently review extensive court files. 

However, some cases require a more intense review and can take a significant amount of  time, 

typically these are the individuals scoring Clear Concern. Being able to dedicate her time to 

screening allows Kris the flexibility to do a deep dive into a case as necessary. 



POST SCREEN –
WHAT IS NEXT? 

When a youth screens as “clear concern” Program Coordinator contacts 

the Juvenile Probation Counselor, Becca Case Manager, Truancy Case 

Manager.

 Informs them of  the score 

 Asks for input on making a referral

CSEC Program Coordinator is the source of  the vast majority of  CSEC 

referrals to community-based services. She has developed relationships 

with providers. She attends all MDT meetings and Bridge Collaborative 

meetings. 

While the community-based services will work directly with JPC or 

ARY/CHINS and Truancy Case managers, CSEC Coordinator is their first 

point of  contact and a source of  support and guidance. 



DATA – WHAT ARE WE 
SEEING? 

From 3.28.2022 to 3.31.2023

 502 youth screened using the CSE-IT 

 159 youth as clear concern (˜32%)

 300 youth as possible concern (˜60%) 

 43 youth as no concern (˜9%)



DATA – WHAT ARE WE 
SEEING? 

Male: 

 56 clear concern (18%)

 219 possible concern (70%)

 37 no concern (12%) 

Female: 

 95 clear concern (56%)

 68 possible concern (40%)

 6 no concern (4%) 

No youth who identified beyond the 

male/female binary was no concern.



DATA – WHAT ARE WE 
SEEING? 

Youth are identified as clear 
concern across ethnicities.



DATA – WHAT ARE WE 
SEEING? 

Average Age

• No Concern: 17.14

• Possible Concern: 16.86

• Clear Concern: 16.52



WHAT HAVE WE 
LEARNED –
WHILE 
SCREENING  

The importance of consistency – make no assumptions –
in the absence of information choose “No information” 

It’s easy to make assumptions based on information 
available but do not make assumptions if information is 
not available. 

Develop a system to streamline the process – open all 
databases (Ilinx, KCMS, JIMS, DISA, JABS, KC Portal) 
Always look at screening intake report, if available.

Be aware of own bias – we all have them, it’s normal. 
Being aware of them is the key to not skew outcomes.



WHAT HAVE WE 
LEARNED –
FROM 
SCREENING 

Boys are screen as clear concern and in need of 
connections to services 

Gender variant youth screen as clear concern and 
in need of connections to services 

Youth who are very young (11, 12, 13) who are 
referred to juvenile court have high levels of past 
trauma 

Having good communication with probation staff & 
community based service providers is key 

There are not enough specialized services to 
accommodate all the “clear concern” cases 



CONTACT US 

Kris Bennett, SUDP

CSEC Program Coordinator & Screener

kbennett@kingcounty.gov

Office: 206.477.2958

Cell: 206.245.7952

Fax: 206.205.9414

www.KingCountyCSEC.org

Kelly J Mangiaracina, JD

CSEC Policy & Program Manager

Kelly.Mangiaracina@KingCounty.Gov

Office: 206.477.3114 

Cell: 206.601.5563 

mailto:kbennett@kingcounty.gov
http://www.kingcountycsec.org/
mailto:Kelly.Mangiaracina@KingCounty.Gov
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